
CS – 4660 A: Educational Technology            Syllabus – Summer 2019 
 
Time & Location              Instructor 
Tuesdays and Thursdays                         Duri Long 
2:35 – 4:25PM            (Please call me Duri) 
Cherry Emerson 320                            Pronouns: she/her/hers 

              
 
Office Hours            Teaching Assistant 
By appointment (email me!)                 
Office: TSRB 325                                    
              
 
 

Course Description  

In this course you will be introduced to contemporary educational theories and their implications for 
the design of educational technology across a variety of scales and settings (e.g., schools, universities, 
museums, massive open online courses, online communities). You will also explore equitable and expansive 
learning design practices through a team design project. In-class discussion of readings, design 
challenges, assignments, and interactive lectures form the basis of this course. 

Learning Objectives  

The primary goal of this class is for students to understand the basic assumptions, concepts, and 
principles of different educational theories, determine the implications of each theory for the design 
of educational technology, and critically assess and design educational technology in order to 
compare and contrast theories and their usefulness across different settings. Secondary objectives 
include improving upon students’ ability to read and write critically, to practice their design skills, 
and to learn some concepts regarding equity and education. 

Readings & Other Course Materials 

There is no required textbook for this course. All readings and course materials can either be found 
on the Georgia Tech library website or accessed via electronic reserve or the Files tab in Canvas. 
Assignments on Canvas will specify how to access each reading. 

Assignments & Grading 

*All assignments are described and will be submitted on Canvas. Rubrics will be provided for all 
assignments to ensure transparency and consistency in grading. 

Assignment  Weight 

Class attendance 10% 

Class participation 10% 

Reading Critiques 15% 

Educational technology analysis 15% 



Design Review 1: Needs assessment, project 
proposal, and literature review 

20% 

Design Review 2: First design iteration and 
prototype 

10% 

Design Review 3: Final 
presentation/submission of design and 
implementation 

20% 

 

Your final grade will be assigned as a letter grade according to the following scale: 

A 90-100% 

B 80-89% 

C 70-79% 

D 60-69% 

F 0-59% 

Class Attendance 

Class attendance is mandatory. Attendance will be collected daily using a sign-in sheet. It is your 
responsibility to sign the attendance sheet and you will be marked absent if the sheet is not signed. 
Please do not sign the attendance sheet if you are more than 30 minutes late to class. If you need to 
miss class for a legitimate reason, please email the instructor and TA, preferably before class. 
Legitimate reasons for missing class include illness (please keep your germs to yourself—we will give 
you good notes—we promise!), family emergencies, or attending a conference. Excuses that will not 
be accepted include (for example) picking someone up at the airport, having something due in 
another class, or having furniture delivered. 

Class Participation 

Class discussions/activities and peer critiques are a critical component of this course—therefore, 
10% of your grade is based on your participation in class. Class participation includes arriving 
prepared to discuss the assigned readings each day, productively and respectively contributing to 
class discussions, actively participating in class activities, and offering productive and respectful 
critiques and suggestions to your peers during design reviews. Your participation grade will also 
include any contributions to the Canvas discussion board that you make during in-class activities 
(this will be discussed in class when relevant). 

Class Discussions  

Respectful discussion and inquiry are at the heart of the academic enterprise. Meaningful and 
constructive dialogue requires mutual respect, willingness to listen, and tolerance for opposing 
points of view. Classroom and online discussions, like any academic discourse, should follow 
university norms of civility and effective communication. Debates should challenge ideas—not 
individuals who hold opposing views.  

Reading Critiques 

The reading critique assignments are intended to help you get the most out of the readings and 
prepare you for a productive class discussion. They are not intended to take a great deal of time; if 



you are spending longer than 20 minutes writing a critique after completing the readings, you are 
spending too long on the assignment. Reading critiques should not be longer than 2 pages, double-
spaced. Reading critiques should be written using complete sentences and proper grammar, but can 
be written in either paragraph or bulleted format, depending on your personal preference. Reading 
critiques should include: 

• Three strengths of the readings (at least one strength should be from each paper if there are 
multiple papers assigned for the day). 

• Three weaknesses of the readings (at least one weakness should be from each paper if there 
are multiple papers assigned for the day).  

• 3-4 sentences describing how you might use either or both readings in practice. 

Educational Technology Analysis 

You will be asked to select what you consider to be a successful or unsuccessful educational 
technology that is designed to support learning and/or teaching in a particular context. In an ~3-
page paper, you will be asked to characterize and describe the educational technology, the context it 
is used in, and its potential to support learning and/or teaching, drawing on the theories you have 
learned in class. You will use your analysis to suggest 1) the strengths and weaknesses of the 
technology, 2) potential ways to improve this technology, and 3) why you consider this technology 
to be successful or unsuccessful. Additional assignment details will be provided in class and on 
Canvas.  

Project (Design Reviews 1, 2, and 3) 

The course project will run the duration of the semester with three primary design reviews that 
require deliverables. You will work in teams of 3-4 members (assigned in class) to design a piece of 
educational technology for an available context. You will choose a project topic/context based on 
your group’s mutual interests and a needs assessment that you will conduct as part of Design Review 
1. Each design review and the associated deliverables will be described in detail in class as well as in 
assignments/rubrics on Canvas. 

ESL 

If English is not your first language, you may request to not be graded on your writing for a 
particular individual assignment. This means you will not be penalized for bad writing, but you also 
will not get credit for good writing. To take advantage of this option, you must mark “ESL” 
(English as a Second Language) on the first page of your assignment/paper. This option is not 
available for group assignments. We still of course expect you to try to write in correct English, and 
will do our best to offer useful feedback on your writing.  

Mobile Devices 

Educational research shows that taking notes by hand on paper will lead to better retention of 
material than taking notes by typing. Also, in the past we have had issues with students not only not 
paying attention but also disrupting others during class—by playing games, by accidentally clicking 
on a video with the sound on, etc. Requests to use laptops in class will be considered on a case-by-
case basis. If you would like to use a laptop during class, please set up a time to meet with the 
instructor. 

You may use your laptop in class only when instructed to do so for the purpose of referencing 
assigned readings or other online resources. The instructor will let you know in advance if you need 
to bring your laptop to class. 



Please do not use your cell phone in class. 

Late Work 

Students need to submit all of their materials on or before the deadline to qualify for 100% credit. 24 
hours delay will result in 25% penalty; 48 hours late submissions will incur 50% penalty. Materials 
submitted past 48 hours will not be accepted, and a zero grade will be entered. 

Academic Integrity and Honor Code 

This class abides by the Georgia Tech Honor Code. All assigned work is expected to be individual, 
except where explicitly written otherwise. You are encouraged to discuss the assignments with your 
classmates, however, what you hand in should be your own work. On group projects, collaboration 
is allowed, expected, and encouraged! You may consult with other students on all homework 
assignments; however, please bear in mind that submitting others’ work as your own is not 
collaboration and will be dealt with according to the GT Academic Honor Code. 

Plagiarizing is passing off the ideas or words of another person as your own, without crediting the 
source. When you write, make it clear when you are using others’ ideas through citation. Citations 
should be included when you directly quote from another source, paraphrase a source, or present 
any information that is not common knowledge. Take a look at the Research and Citation Resources 
for information on different styles of citation. In all written work for this class, sources should be 
cited using APA style, both in-line and at the end of the document. When in doubt, don’t hesitate to 
ask!  

All written assignments will be checked for plagiarism using the built-in Turnitin integration in 
Canvas—you will be able to see the results when you submit an assignment, so please use this as an 
opportunity to both learn about and avoid plagiarism. Plagiarism is a serious offense and will be 
dealt with according to the GT Academic Honor Code. 

Accommodation for Learning Needs 
If you are a student with learning needs that require special accommodation, contact the Office of 
Disability Services at (404)894-2563 or http://disabilityservices.gatech.edu/, as soon as possible, to make 
an appointment to discuss your special needs and to obtain an accommodations letter.  Please also e-mail 
me as soon as possible in order to set up a time to discuss your learning needs. 

Student-Faculty Expectations Agreement 

At Georgia Tech we believe that it is important to strive for an atmosphere of mutual respect, 
acknowledgement, and responsibility between faculty members and the student body. See 
http://www.catalog.gatech.edu/rules/22/ for an articulation of some basic expectations that you can 
have of me and that I have of you. In the end, simple respect for knowledge, hard work, and cordial 
interactions will help build the environment we seek. Therefore, I encourage you to remain committed to 
the ideals of Georgia Tech while in this class. 
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